
NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER INDUCTION CEREMONY

FORT DRUM, NEW YORK

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

The sponsors will be seated next to the empty chair of the inductee they are sponsoring.  The Inductees will be at Parade rest, positioned in a line formation just outside the main entrance of the room.  The Head Table will be centered immediately in front of the partition.  There will be eight seats at the Head Table for the following personnel: CSM 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry, Guest Speaker, Operations SGM, 1SG HHT, 1SG B Trp, 1SG C Trp, and 1SG D Trp.  The “NCO Board” will be placed on a small table, draped with suitable covering, to the left of the Head Table.  A red, white, and blue candle will be placed directly behind each color-coordinating letter on the “NCO Board.”   To the right of the head table will be the podium.  The saber bearers will be positioned at the center aisle by the last row of chairs.

 MC States:  Guest and NCO’s the ceremony will begin in 2 minutes

As the Official party enters-

The MC will read:

“Fellow Noncommissioned Officer’s, and guest please stand for the entrance of the Official Party.

Audience Stands

The Official Party enters through the main door, walks down the Left side of the room, stands in front of their designated chairs at the Head Table.

The MC States:

The SQUADRON Chaplain will now give the Invocation

MC states

“Please be seated. . . “

MC states

Now I would like to introduce the head table from my left is CSM Blackwood, CSM Hite, SGM Williams, 1SG Celesky, 1SG Perkins, 1SG McGuire, 1SG Kaylor

The MC will read:

“The Induction of deserving soldiers into the ranks of the Noncommissioned Officer Corps is a transformation of a follower into a leader.  This solemn ceremony is designed to welcome newly promoted sergeants and corporals into our ranks and to familiarize them with their acquired responsibilities as a Noncommissioned officer.”

CSM Blackwood will rise and state:

“Begin the Induction:

The MC will state:

“Soldiers to be inducted, POST”

The inductees will come to attention, enter the back of the room and stand at parade rest.

The MC will state:

“The following Noncommissioned Officer to be inducted is _____________.

___________ Will come to the position of attention, walk up the center aisle.  The right Honor Guard will Command, “arch sabers.”  Sabers will arch and the inductee will stop directly in front of the arch.

CSM Blackwood will state:

”What Noncommissioned Officer will sponsor this sergeant?”

The NCO sponsor will stand from his/her seat and state:

”Sergeant Major, I   SGT ____________ would like to sponsor  ________ into the ranks of the Noncommissioned Officer Corps.”

CSM Blackwood will state:

“SGT ______________ introduce your inductee to the Corps.”

The sponsor will recite:

“SGT First Name MI Last Name, he/she hails from Town, State he/she arrived to Fort Drum, New York in Month, Year.  His/her MOS is, he/she was promoted to _____ on Month, Year.

CSM Blackwood will state:

“SGT ____________, welcome to the Noncommissioned Officers Corps.

Inductee will walk thru the sabers

The sponsor will take their seat.  The Inductees will March forward and reform in front of the Head table and go to parade rest.

The MC will state:

“The next Noncommissioned Officer to be inducted is  ___________ .

The Right Honor Guard will command, “Arch Sabers.”  Sabers will be arched and the inductee will stop directly in front of the arch. (Repeated until all inductees are in front of the head table)  Saber Bearers will move to the NCO Board after the last NCO positioned himself with the other inductees.

The ceremony will continue following the above format in the following order:


The MC will state:

“In welcoming these NCOs into the ranks of the NCO Corps the 1SG’s will recite the Creed of the Noncommissioned Officer.”

 1SG’s will recite portions of the NCO Creed. As a 1SG completes their portion of the NCO Creed they will light a candle (red, white, blue).

(HHT Reads)

“No one is more professional than I.  I am a Noncommissioned Officer, a leader of soldiers.  As a Noncommissioned Officer, I realize that I am a member of a time-honored corps, known as “The Backbone of the Army.” I am proud of the Corps of Noncommissioned Officers and will at all times conduct myself so as to bring credit upon the Corps, the Military Service and my country.  Regardless of the situation in which I find myself.  I will not use my grade or position to attain pleasure, profit or personal safety.”

(C TRP Reads)

Competence is my watch-word.  My two (2) basic responsibilities will always be uppermost in my mind – accomplishment of my mission and the welfare of my soldiers.  I will strive to remain tactically and technically proficient.  I am aware of my role as a Noncommissioned Officer.  I will fulfill my responsibilities inherent in that role.  All soldiers are entitled to outstanding leadership; I will provide that leadership.  I know my soldiers, and I will always place their needs above my own.  I will communicate consistently with my soldiers, and I will always place their needs above my own.  I will communicate consistently with my soldiers and never leave them uninformed.  I will be fair and impartial when recommending both rewards and punishment.”

(D TRP Reads)

”Officers of my unit will have maximum time to accomplish their duties; they will not have to accomplish mine.  I will earn their respect and confidence, as well as that of my soldiers.  I will exercise initiative, by taking appropriate action in the absence of orders.  I will not forget, nor will I allow my comrades to forget that we are professionals, Noncommissioned Officers, leaders!”

 The MC states: Now SGM Williams will administer the Oath of the United States Army Noncommissioned Officer.  Please stand. (SGM moves to the podium) 

Inductees come to attention.

(SGM Williams)

“I do solemnly dedicate myself to uphold the tradition, the dignity, and the high standards of the United States Army Corps of Noncommissioned Officers.  I willingly accept the responsibility for the actions, good or bad, of every soldier under my command or supervision. Should I observe errors or actions detrimental to the service, committed by any subordinate, I will have the moral courage to take immediate corrective actions.  This I recognize as my greatest obligation as a Noncommissioned Officer.”

The MC will state : Please be seated.

SGM Williams returns to his seat.

CSM moves to podium

The MC state's:  “CSM Blackwood will now issue the charge to the newly inducted Noncommissioned Officers.”

CSM Blackwood will read:

“I will discharge carefully and diligently the duties of the grade to which I have been promoted and uphold the traditions and standards of the Army.

I understand that soldiers of lesser rank are required to obey my lawful orders.  Accordingly, I accept responsibility for their actions.  As a noncommissioned officer, I accept the charge to observe and follow the orders and directions given by superiors acting according to the laws, articles and rules governing the discipline to the Army, I will correct conditions detrimental to the readiness thereof.  In so doing, I will fulfill my greatest obligation as a leader and thereby confirm my status as a noncommissioned officer.”

The MC states: At this time the inducted NCO’s will individually come forward and sign the charge with the Command Sergeant Major and then take their seats with their sponsor.
The MC will state:

“Fellow Noncommissioned Officer’s, the Command Sergeant Major of 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry, CSM Blackwood.

CSM Blackwood will approach the podium and introduce the guest speaker.

Guest speaker will make comments.

The MC states: The Jr. NCO in the Squadron will now present the guest speaker with the Squadron NCO Creed. 

The MC States: At this time please stand, and charge your glasses and join us for a toast given by Command Sergeant Major Blackwood.

CSM Blackwood  (Toast)   

Non Commissioned Officers and guest’s, to the future of the NCO Corp’s.

Reply: To the NCO Corp’s

 The MC states: Please remain standing for the benediction to be given by the Squadron Chaplin.

SQUADRON Chaplain gives the benediction.

MC states: Please be seated

“Fellow Noncommissioned Officers, and guest’s this concludes the formal portion of the ceremony, please join us for refreshments and take the opportunity to congratulate our inducted NCO’s CSM Blackwood the floor is yours.
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